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Tri-Village Buzz Says Farewell to Christian
  Christian Verigin was Editor 
of the Tri-Village Buzz Newsletter 
for six years and has now offi cially 
"retired".  Working full time, with 
a husband and two young boys 
at home, an active member of 
the Wasa Lions and owner of a 
business... it's not a wonder she 
decided to throw in the towel!

  When Christian took over 
the role as Editor six years ago, 
she gave the paper a new look 
and in the process had to teach 
herself the computer program to 
design the paper.  Christian was 
acknowledged for her contribution 

to the community and was awarded "Volunteer of the Year" in 2008.  
She has seen the paper and the community through many changes 
and her commitment to getting the paper out every month has not 
gone unrecognized.

 Patti King, Secretary /Treasurer for the Tri-Village Buzz 
passed along sentiments from Florida, "We all want to thank you 
and remind you how much you are appreciated. Our community is 
very grateful for all you have done."

 On behalf of the Tri-Village Buzz Newsletter Team, the 
communities of Wasa, Ta Ta Creek and Skookumchuk and countless 
citizens in Cranbrook, Kimberley and Alberta we would like to thank 
you Christian, for all of your hard work and dedication over the 
past six years.  Pass on your messages of farewell and appreciation 
to Christian at: verigins@shaw.ca

Winners of the
Wasa Country Pub 

Memorial Fishing Derby

1st Dave Heathfi eld 3.3 lb
2nd Scott  McDougall 2.8 lb
3rd Byran English 2.2 lb
Hidden Weight 
 Aiden Stanyer 1.1 lb

$220. 00 donated towards 
Cancer Research

Thank you to everybody that came 
out and helped organize the event.
Special acknowledgement to Arnie 
Dueck and his friend Murray who 
come out every year to participate.

Patti King and Christian Verigin 

Special Acknowledgement
To Cliff Fiebelkorn for his help 

on Thursday nights
 at the Pub.

RDEK By-Election
Candidate 

Announcements
...Page 2
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VICTIM SERVICES is available to your community 
to provide support and assistance to those 
who have been impacted  by crime, trauma  or  
tragedy.  We offer emotional support, practical 
help, information and assistance to victims, their 
families and their communities.

HELP       STARTS       HERE...                       HELP       STARTS       HERE...

Call Anytime 24/7

250.427.5621

Jim Westwood
I would like to introduce 
myself to the electorate of 
Area E.
I have been on the APC 
(Advisory Planning 
Commission) for Area E 
for the past 7 years and 
have been the chairman 
for the past 6 years.  Since 
December of 2010, I have 

been the Acting Alternate Director for Area E.
I have lived in the area since 1998 and presently 
live north of Fort Steele as well as own land in the 
Lazy Lake area east of Wasa.
Since moving down to this area from Edmonton, 
where I spent 29 years with the Shur-Gain division 
of Maple Leaf Foods, I have worked for several 
companies.  I am currently working in Cranbrook at 
Home Depot, prior to this I worked at Wasa Building 
Supplies.
My intentions are to continually work and represent 
the people of Area E and to guide the APC and the 
EAAC in their decisions, which will best serve the 
interest of the people in Area E, while keeping within 
the parameters as set by RDEK.
As Area E grows, the rural development becomes 
more complex in which case, the public needs to be 
consulted as to what will fit the environment and how 
we will manage the water supply going forward.
I ask for your vote in the upcoming By-Election 
of April 16, 2011 so I may continue to serve and 
represent the people of Area E.
Jim Westwood
250.489.3577
email: jimwestwood@telus.net

CANDIDATE ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR RDEK AREA E DIRECTOR
Jane Walter
I wish to announce to the 
community that I, Jane Walter 
am standing for the position 
of Director for Area E in the 
upcoming Regional District of 
East Kootenay (RDEK) By-
Election, April 16th.
For those of you who don’t 
know me. I was the wife of 

Norm Walter who was the previous director. For 
those who know me I want to reassure you that I will 
champion the same causes and work in the same 
tradition as Norm. I will continue his legacy. Living 
with Norm gave me an understanding of elected 
governance and administration. He discussed 
everything with me.
Norm and I shared the same values of service 
to our community. We both enjoyed working with 
people. I know what needs to be done and how to 
do the job.
I have been a volunteer with various organizations:  
Schools, Girl Guides, the Wasa Lions, the 
Kimberley Food Bank, the Accordian Fest, and 
the Wasa Pancake Breakfasts. I was a member 
of the executive of the founding board of the St Mary 
Valley Rural Residents Association and currently 
am active in the organization.
I know the people in Area E could always rely 
on Norm to return their calls, listen to their concerns 
and try to solve their problems. I intend to continue 
this tradition.
Maintaining the legacy, being true to the people.
I welcome your support in this campaign. If you 
wish to volunteer to help, please contact Sharon 
Prinz 250.422.3227. 
Jane Walter  - 250.427.2577 
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  Editor / Advertising  
 Wendy Davis
 250.422.3060
 jw_davis@shaw.ca

  Secretary / Treasurer
 Patti King
 250.422.3007
 pattiking@shaw.ca

  Item Coordinator
 Lorraine Hagen
 250.422.3667
 lhagen@fl exibb.com

  Folders
 Helen and Ken Maine
 Vi Cockell
 
 Proof Reader
 Terry Marvel

  Article Submitters
 Vi Cockell
 Ruth Dovell
 Bev Falkiner
 Kathy Miles-Boue 
 Ken Miles           
 Naomi Miller
 Gurudev Hamseh Nandatha
 Brenda Rauch
 Gary Semenyna

Advertising Rates Per Issue

1 column width............$15.00
       or $75.00 / 6 issues
2 column width............$25.00
3 column width............$35.00
Full Page.....................$45.00
Supply your own page..$20.00

(1 Column width = 2.5”)

For more information or 
to place an ad, please 
contact Wendy Davis 

(250.422.3060 or
 jw_davis@shaw.ca)

To receive a newsletter by 
email contact Patti King
(pattiking@shaw.ca)

Tri-Village Buzz Newsletter
Box 169

Wasa, BC   V0B 2K0

Glenn Johnson
250.489.4213

www.kootenaykwikprint.com

For professional, reliable and 
effi cient printing call Glenn at 

Kootenay Kwik Print!
He's saved my skin

 many times!

 Thank you to everyone that 
called or emailed comments about the 
Newsletter. Your encouragement is 
very much appreciated.   
 I'd like to acknowledge a couple 
of "ooopseys" in the February edition. 
The telephone number for the Wasa 
Country Pub is  250.422.3381 - sorry 
about that Faye!  Also, I had a couple 
events on the wrong dates in the 
calendar on the last page - I hope I 
didn't cause too much of a commotion 
and apologize for any inconvenience. 
 If you would like to receive the 
Newsletter by email please contact 
Patti King at pattiking@shaw.ca or let 
me know and I'll be happy to pass your 
information along. Enjoy the Newsletter 
in color and help the environment at 
the same time!
 Remember, if you have any 
ideas or suggestions, or if you have 
something on your mind give me a call 
or send me an email I’d love to hear 
from you!
Wendy

Valley Community Church
~ Pastor Gary Semenyna ~

offi ce:  250.422.3344
home:  250.422.9226

Sunday
Worship Service 

10.45 am

Thursday 
Bible Study

7:00 pm.

Editor’s 
Corner

 Thank you to everyone that 

TRI- VILLAGE BUZZ
 NEWS TEAM

T. O. P. S.

take oFF PoUnDs sensiBlY

Every Wednesday
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm

Wasa Community Hall

For More Information Contact:

 Jane:    250.422.3469

 Irene:  250.422.3686

 1.800.932.8677 (Toll Free)

 www.tops.org

An Irish Toast...
May your blessings out number 
the Shamrocks that grow, and 
may your troubles avoid you 
wherever you go!

May your blessings out number 
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• Snow Removal Service • Landscape Design • Rock Retaining Walls/Patios 
• Limited Access/Confined Space Work • Compact Track Excavator 
• Skid Steer • Stump Removal • Debris Removal • Site Prep
• IIABC Certified Irrigation Technician

SERVING THE KOOTENAYS SINCE 2001

seND Me YOur PeT PhOTO, iNcluDe his NaMe, BreeD aND age

P
e
T
's

 P
l
a
c
e

Meet Bucur...
He's a 14 month old Yorkie
living in Calgary with his 
parents Connie & Mony and 
likes to vacation in Wasa!

Our fi rst meeting of the year was held January 
24th with twelve members present.  The following 
executive took over: 

President: Fred Gillespie• 
Secretary: Brenda Schreiber• 
Treasurer: Margie Mc Mahn.• 

Old Business: The Christmas brunch at the 
Heritage Inn was enjoyed by all as was the fun 
gift exchange.  One hundred dollars was given 
to the food bank and one hundred dollars to the 
Church to help cover the costs of our activities 
there. Dues for the year were paid.
Plans for the February 21st meeting were made.  
They include a pot luck at noon, then a meeting 
followed by a Crokinole contest. 
The Fifty-fi fty was won by Marge Marvel.
We played a game of baseball with the ladies 
pitted against the men. The results were quite 
close once the ladies got the knack of the game.  
We discussed our March get-together which 
includes bowling in Kimberley followed by a 
supper out. Dates will be set up and Fred will let 
us all know. 
Also there will be carpet bowling in the Church 
upstairs Tuesday evenings. New players are 
welcome. Phone Fred at 422 9255. Our January 
get-together ended with coffee, cookies and 
gossip.

By Ruth DovellSeniors' Happy Gang

wasa ReCReation soCietY

Wasa Recreation Society AGM is April 29th at 
7:00 P.M. everyone is welcome. Come join 
us and fi nd out what you can do to keep 
‘YOUR’ Wasa Community Hall operating.

gYM news UPDate

As of early December the gym has been 
open Tuesday evening from 6 to 7 P.M. 
for your exercise convenience. There has 
been little to no interest, so if that doesn’t 
change before March 28th, 2011 the weight 
room will no longer be opened during that 
time slot. Questions, contact Sandy at 250-
422-3288.

Thank you, volunteers,
Sharon, Sophia and Sandy    

Wasa What’s It?
Can you guess what 
this item is used for?

Thanks to Cheryl Kurze and 
the Fort Steele Resort and RV 
Park for supplying the image.

Answer in April Edition

March's Answer:
Eskimo Sunglasses

Dogs have so many friends 
because they wag their 
tails, not their tongues!
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Hello readers, I hope things are going well for you.  Spring is in the air! 
The pussy willows are out and I’ve noticed some of the male birds plumage 
are starting to brighten. 
1. To remove build up of furniture polish, steep 2 tea bags for 10 minutes. 

Take a soft cloth and wipe the area well with the tea mixture. May have to repeat several times.
2. Tea bags will also cover scratches on furniture.  Rub the area with a wet tea bag, allow to dry and 

buff lightly.
3. To clean cutting board surfaces fi ll a  squirt bottle with undiluted household 3% hydrogen peroxide 

[H202], fi ll another bottle with white vinegar.  Spray the surface with H202, wipe with a clean dry 
cloth, spray with vinegar and wipe again. That's all there is to it!

4. Make home made Scouring Powder which cleans just about anything including pots, pans, 
appliances, tile fl oors and bathroom fi xtures.  Mix the following ingredients and store in a sealed 
container. Use it as you would any powdered cleaner.:

  1 cup of baking soda  1 cup of salt   1 cup  borax
5. To bake a moist ham empty a can of COCA COLA into a baking pan, wrap the ham in foil and 

place in the baking pan and bake for 30 minutes.  Just before the ham is fi nished remove foil and 
allowing the drippings to mix with the COCA COLA for a sumptuous brown gravy.

Till next time have a great month and remember... 
“We make a living by what we make, we make a life by what we give.”

Hints From ViHints From Vi
By Vi Cockell
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In the morning 7:30 am to 8:30 am...
 Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays
 Sonia Blackwell 250.422.9201

In the evening 6:00 pm t0 7:00 pm ...
 Tuesdays
 Sandy Kay 250.422.3228

Safety guidelines and things you need to know:

� Minimum of 2 people in the Gym at all times

� All users must sign in with date and time 

� All users must sign a Wasa Recreation 
Programs User Waiver located at the 
sign- in desk

� All users are required to wear “gym 
shoes” - no street shoes permitted

� All users must use the safety key on
the Walking Machines 

� Cost is a loonie or twoonie

� Have fun and be safe!

We’re open to suggestions, give us a call if 
you know 2 or more people that would like 
to attend at a time not indicated.
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In the morning 7:30 am to 8:30 am...
 Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays

In the evening 6:00 pm t0 7:00 pm ...

All users must use the safety key on The Gym 
is looking for a 
donation of an

exercise bike with
moveable arms 
good working 

condition
please!  

The wasa ReCReation soCietY’s 
main objective is to generate 
funds to keep the Wasa Hall 
running. Wasa Recreation 
Society members meet in the 
basement of the Wasa Hall 
in the Quilters Room on the 
last Tuesday of each month. 
Everyone is invited to attend.   
Listed below are some of the 
user groups and contacts:
• Hall Rentals and Information
 Sandy Kay 250.422.3228
 Karen Markus 250.422.3514
• Gym

Sonia Blackwell
     250.422.9201
• TOPS
 Jane 250.422.3469
• Library
 Brenda Rauch
    250.422.3335
• Quilters Group

 In addition, BINGO’s are 
held on the second Tuesday of 
each month at the Wasa Hall.
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IS YOUR RELIGION
OR YOUR FAITH THE BEST 

AND TRUEST ONE?
It is common to believe that, 

because one subscribes to a 
certain doctrine or religious belief, 
it is necessarily the best and the 
truest one, while all the others are 
not as good or as truthful. 

Since we strive at the Ashram 
to spread a message of tolerance 
and acceptance concerning all the 
Faces of God, I would like to share 
with you a short Buddhist story that 
was told to me by my own Master, 
Shri Swami Hamsananda Sarasvati, 
many decades ago, a story that 
has really helped me to go beyond 
tolerance through acceptance. 

Here is this story:  Several 
citizens got into a heated argument 
about God and the different 
religions, and none could agree to 
a common answer. So they came to 
the Lord Buddha to fi nd out exactly 
what God looked like. 

The Buddha asked his disciples 
to get a magnifi cent, large elephant 
and four blind men. He then brought 
the blind men to the elephant 
and told them to fi nd out what the 
elephant “looked” like. 

The fi rst man touched the 
elephant’s leg and reported that 
the elephant “looked” like a pillar. 
The second man touched the 
elephant’s tummy and said that an 
elephant was like a wall. The third 
blind man touched the elephant’s 
ear and said that it was a piece of 
cloth. The fourth man held the tail 

and described the elephant as a 
piece of rope. And all of them ran 
into a heated argument about the 
“appearance” of the elephant. 

The Buddha asked the citizens: 
“The four blind men touched the 
elephant, but each of them gives a 
different description of the animal. 
Which answer is right?” 

“All of them are right,” was the 
reply. 

“Why? Because everyone can 
only see part of the elephant. 
They are not able to see the whole 
animal. The same applies to God 
and religions. No one will see 
Him completely.” By this parable, 
the Lord Buddha teaches that we 
should respect all other legitimate 
religions and their beliefs.

In the same way, it is good to 
enlarge the vision that one has 
about the Divine and to include in 
that vision the faith of all those that 
do not directly share one’s own 
religious belief.

No matter what, it is certain that 
the merciful Divine is One and the 
same for all beings. If we belong to 
God, God does not belong to us.

May your faith and your prayers 
join, in spirit, the faiths and prayers 
of all men and women united in the 
principle of Unity and Oneness of 
God.

God bless you all!

OM OM OM
Gurudev Hamsah Nandatha
Adi Vajra Shambhasalem Ashram, 
Wasa, BC

Words of WisdomFrom the Ashram

7
2
0
1
 L

az
y 

La
ke

 R
o
ad

 
Ph

o
n
e:

 2
5
0
.4

2
2
.3

1
2
3

Fa
x:

 2
5
0
.4

2
2
.3

3
0
0

Ph
o
n
e:

 2
5
0
.4

2
2
.3

1
2
3

Fa
x:

 2
5
0
.4

2
2
.3

3
0
0

WATCH FOR 

SPECIALS 

AND 

CHECK OUT

NEW STORE

 INVENTORY

•  Windows and Doors
•  Lumber
•  Metal Roofi ng and Siding
•  Paint 
•  Bobcat Services
•  Delivery 
    Available

WATCH FOR 

WATCH FOR 

WATCH FOR 

•  Delivery 
    Available    Available

WE’RE MOVING!!!

w
asab

s@
sh

aw
.ca

Jack Davis 

PLAQUE MOUNTING

Paladise

A unique alternative to 
framing your photos, 

certif icates, prints and more

Call for a free quote

250.919.3798  
250.422.3060
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 Congratulations, you 
made it through the winter...
well we’re almost there!! Let’s 
read a book or two before we 
start gardening or holidaying 
or whatever!  Thanks to June 
Clark for recommending 
the following two books:

•  live to tell

by Lisa Gardner “A gripping 
Gardner never sensationalizes 
her story and the book ends 
with a resolution that is 
creatively and emotionally 
appropriate.” 
 BOOKlisT - sTarreD reVieW

• BeYonD ReaCh

by Karin Slaughter “The three 
protagonists get under your 
skin and you’ll never forget 
the shocking end.  Slaughter 
has written her way into my 
top-fi ve list of living mystery 
writers.”
     cleVelaND raiN Dealer

Our Choices
•  FiRe in the BlooD

by Irene Nemerovsky 
“Nemerovsky brilliantly 
depicts a closed-in, inward 
looking community, then gives 
what happens in it universal 
resonance by exhibiting not 
only what people do to each 
other but what the passing of 
time does to us all.” 
  The suNDaY TiMes

• not MY DaUghteR

by Barbara Delinsky 
“Delinsky proves once again 
a perceptive observer of 
family relationships...a tautly 
emotional story of mothers 
and daughters.”
  The BOsTON glOBe

• the inDePenDenCe oF 
Miss MaRY Bennet

by Colleen McCullough “Mary 
(one of 5 sisters) is quietly 
celebrating her independence, 
having nursed her ailing 
mother for many years.  
Marriage may be far from her 
mind but what if she were 
to meet the one man whose 
own fi ery articles infuriate the 
politicians and industrialists? 
And if when she starts to 
ask similar questions, she 
unwittingly places herself in 
great danger? A good read!.”

 We have several other 
new books available.  Come 
and browse, we know you 
will fi nd something to your 
liking.  Please submit the title, 
author and a short comment.  
This could be a book from 
the library or one you would 
suggest we purchase. Drop 
your suggestion off at the 
library or email: 
brauch@shaw.ca

WASA COMMUNIT Y LIBRARY
Open Tuesday 11:00 am to 1:00 pm

Wednesday 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm

WATCH FOR 

SPECIALS 

AND 

CHECK OUT

NEW STORE

 INVENTORY

The Leash I Can Do

Deb Girvin

Dog Training Services in 
Cranbrook, BC

pet ▪ competition ▪ rally

Free consultation
with new puppy

 250.489.2169
email: theleash@telus.net
www.theleashicando.com

Wednesday, February 23rd at the 
Wasa Hall during the Armchair 
Traveller presentation:

∙ OVAL BLUE STONE EARRING ∙

LOST:

KOOTENAY MONUMENT INSTALLATIONS

Granite & Bronze Memorials,
Dedication Plaques,

Benches, Memorial Walls,
Gravesite Restorations,

Sales & Installations

IN-HOME CONSULTATION

OR VISIT OUR SHOWROOM

6379 HIGHWAY 95A
TA TA CREEK, BC

250.422.3414
1-800-477-9996

myra@kootenaymonument.ca

Virginia Rasch in Ta Ta Creek
250.422.3466

Sending a special hello to our friends in 
Shediac, New Brunswick! 
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 Our thanks go out to Sharon Prinz  (Africa 
- January 26th) and Naomi Miller (Brazil and 
Chile - February 9th) for two great shows!!!  
Both presentations featured  excellent photos 
and interesting commentaries. We certainly 
get to enjoy some exciting, adventuresome 
and educational trips. 

 On February 23rd we enjoyed superb 
photography with Cheryl Warren Bradford’s  
“Seasonal Photographs” We are privileged to 
live in an area of such beauty and grandeur; 
seeing it through Cheryl’s camera lens 
reinforced that thought over and over.  

 There have been about 45 to 50 people 
attending each session with the silver collection 
averaging about $90.00 per evening. Every 
little bit helps in the maintenance of the 
Hall. Thank-you. Our next shows sound very 
exciting:

Wednesday, March 9th  •	
Dr. Alan Askey and Bill Wilson will 
take us floating down the Nahanni River, 
Alan shared the following information: 

 

Floating Down the nahanni RiveR

In July 2009, Alan and Marite Askey and 
Bill Wilson drove to Fort Simpson, North 
West Territories, for a two week ,150 mile 
raft trip down the South Nahanni River, in 
the newly expanded Nahanni National Park, 
a UN Heritage Site. This was a wilderness 
trip, complete with Grizzly Bears and Dall 
Sheep. It was organized by Nahanni River 
Adventures to celebrate R.M. Patterson’s 
historic canoe trips 1927 to 1929 on 
this river  as described in his classic, “A 
Dangerous River,”

Wednesday, March 23rd •	
Derm and Suzanne Kennedy:

noRth to alaska 

June and Scott Owen had to postpone 
their originally scheduled presentation of 
the Panama Canal.  Derm and Suzanne 
Kennedy very kindly agreed to fill the 
void. “North to Alaska”; their latest kayak 
adventure will entertain us that evening.

Join Us!  For a visit with your neighbours 
and enjoy coffee or juice and a treat to 
conclude a wonderful evening of Armchair 
Travel!!

Fanny’s Favorites

Be an armchair Traveller
By Bev Falkiner

Shows start at 7:30 pm
Wasa Hall

Wasa Lake 
Cottage Owners

Association

Contact Greg Hladun

greg.hladun@telus.net

for information

3 Chicken Breasts or Thighs
1/2 bag fresh mushrooms (4 cups) or 2 cans of mushrooms
1 medium size onion chopped
1 stalk of celery (1/2 cup) chopped
1 pkg of chopped frozen spinach - thaw and drain
1 pkg of Mozzarella Cheese (540 kg) shredded
2 jars Alfredo Sauce (410ml)
1 package Oven Ready Lasagna Noodles

Cook chicken, let cool and dice.
Cook onions, celery, and mushrooms until tender
Mix chicken, onions, celery, mushrooms, spinach and Alfredo 
Sauce in a large bowl.
In a 9”x15”x2” pan layer noodles, chicken mixture, sauce and 
cheese.  Bake in oven for 45-60 minutes at 350° F

Creamy Chicken Lasagna
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 Robert Mather was only fourteen 
when he was sent from Victoria to  
Walla Walla to join a pack train 
bringing supplies to Wild Horse 
Creek. His obituary, written by 
PROSPECTOR editor A,B. Grace, 
tells us that  young Robert came in 
with supplies each spring, assisted an 
aunt with a small store during the 
summer, and returned to Victoria to 
go to school in the winter.  When 
he was nineteen his aunt died. 
Robert inherited the store and a 
small ranch at Cherry Creek.  He 
worked in the East Kootenay each 
summer and returned to Victoria in 
the winter until he found a bride.  
In January 1882 he married Mary 
Jane Dalgardno in Port Townsend, 
Washington. They trekked with a 
pack train to Galbraith’s Ferry (later 
named Fort Steele) as soon as the 
trail was passable.  Those horses 
were his to use for future freighting 
contracts here in this district.

 Robert pre-empted land 
adjacent to his Cherry Creek Ranch, 
expanding from 100 - 1000 acres. 
He built his own cable ferry across 
the Kootenay River about six miles 
upriver from John Galbraith’s pay 
ferry and he brought in a portable 
sawmill to make lumber from 
the trees cut while clearing his 
ranch.  When his sea captain father 
delivered a small herd of Scottish 
long horned cattle to Hope, Robert 
hired Ktunaxa men to drive the 
cattle over the Dewdney Trail to 
Cherry Creek. Every single animal 
arrived safely.
 Robert vacillated between 
the ranch and Fort Steele. He 
moved his sawmill closer to town 

to create lumber to build a hotel. 
The HOTEL DALGARDNO opened 
in early 1894.  Next, Robert had his 
ranch surveyed into building lots to 
become Dalgardno City.  In October 
he moved his family out to a new 
log home and sublet the managing 
of the hotel and restaurant in town. 
No lots sold at his dream location. 
A fire damaged the Cherry Creek 
house so after a few months they 
were back in town.

 Mary Jane was a good wife 
in those pioneering years.  She fed 
hired hands, helped make hay, grew 
a small garden, kept a milk cow 
and some chickens, and raised a big 
family.  She travelled to the home 
of her parents in Port Townsend for 
the delivery of her first two babies. 
When she returned via train to 
Golden, she was met by a Ktunaxa 
lady who carried the infant the rest 
of the way home.  Robert and Mary 
Jane were community minded.  A 
temporary stage was erected in 
their hotel dining room for school 
Christmas concerts directed by Miss 
Bailey.  They also hosted some 
lovely dinners and dances, usually 
with a Scottish theme.

 Robert spearheaded the 
formation of the Fort Steele Mining 
Association, a forerunner of the Board 
of Trade.  In 1897 the population 
exploded.  Mather doubled the size 
of the hotel, changed the name to 
WINDSOR, and built a livery stable 
and ice house behind.  His brother 
Harry joined him to help in the 
hotel as bar keeper and when the 
Presbyterians obtained a resident 
minister, Robert Mather was on the 
committee to build their church. 
Mary Jane led the ladies auxiliary 
raising funds for the new building. 

Robert had become a Mason at 
age twenty one and was delighted 
to become a founding member of 
North Star Lodge # 30 .

 Robert Duncan Mather died May 
16, 1908 and was laid to rest beside 
his son Earl who had drowned 
four years earlier.  One newspaper 
extended sympathy to Mrs. Mather 
and six daughters, while the other 
said, “Robert is survived by his wife 
and seven daughters.”  Either way, 
Robert and Mary Jane did their bit 
to keep the new school viable.

the Man who BUilt

the winDsoR hotel

History Bytes
by Naomi Miller
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Dan Chase

250.426.5517

·  custom saddles, tack and 
repairs

·  custom products
also include bags and belts

824-6 Avenue
Kimberley, BC
V1A 2W3 

toechase@shaw.ca
www.chasesaddle.com

Contact:  Rick Stanyer
250.422.3444
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The Lions Den
New Member
The Wasa & District Lions Club are happy to announce 
another new member.  We would like to welcome Stu 
Clow to our group.  Stu and his wife recently moved to 
Ta Ta Creek and he transferred his membership from the 
Castlegar Lions Club. Welcome aboard Stu!

Sweethearts Dance
The Wasa Lions would like to thank everyone who 
att ended the Sweethearts Dance.  We would also like to 
thank everyone who volunteered their ti me for set up, 
serve and clean up.  The people who att ended all had 
a great ti me and the Lions appreciate the support and 
thank you for the money raised!

250 Draw Winners
• First Place (split) Wilma Harding / Marnie Henne
• Second Place Ron Gall
• Third Place Al & Barb Jacobson
• Fourth Place Bett y Dodd
• Fift h Place Duncan Waugh

Annual Zone Curling Bonspiel
We would like to extend our 
congratulati ons to the team that 
represented the Wasa Lions at the 
annual Zone Curling Bonspiel held in 
Inveremere on February 12th.  Our 
team placed a respectable 4th place 
and we applaud their gallant eff ort.  
Well done!

Adopt-a Highway
Saturday April 9th at 9 am, weather permitti  ng. Meet at 
the Lion’s Complex.  We welcome all volunteers.
Contact Don at 250 422 3388.

Lions Garage Sale
On Saturday, May 21st we hope to repeat the success 
we had last year and will be looking for donated items 
we can sell.  Keep this in mind when spring cleaning your 
garages, basements and closets.

Wasa Fun Day
Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 28th and make 
plans to att end Wasa Fun Days. There will be a lot of 
fun, frolic and laughter - a great family event!  Events 
scheduled to be posted as we get closer to the date.

Planters Required 
If any community member has a litt le ti me on their 
hands and they would like to build and donate or buy 
and donate a planter to the Wasa Lions Club to include 
with their Planter Draw held on Wasa Fun Day, please 

contact one of the Lions members and 
let them know, or contact Lion Kathy at 
422-3345. Thank you.

Rink Boards Sti ll Available
Support this worthwhile cause and 
donate $250. to display your company or 
family name on one of 70 boards around 

the Wasa rink.  Contact any Lions member for details. 

 Here is my long over due thank you to our 
wonderful, caring community for your kindness 
during my cancer journey. We are truly blessed to 
live in such a community. I am back and feeling 
good.

 A special thank you to the Wasa Lions for 
the hospital bed after my surgery. To Aunty Donna 
for organizing the meals-on-wheels, countless 
phone calls to check up on me, to everyone who 
cooked for us - it was so delicious and now I love 
Basmati Rice!  Also thank you to all the people 

who sent cards, emails, fruit baskets, phone calls 
and prayers.

 I would also like to extend a very special 
thank you to our 2 special, dear neighbours and 
friends the Davis families.  Your visits, special acts 
of kindness, warm wishes and looking out for 
Jimmy has meant so much to both of us.

Love Ya Guys!
Cheers to a Happy & Healthier Future!

Melinda Howard
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MARCH 2011
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

1
Quilters
Library
Ladies Bible Study
Lions Meeting

2 
TOPS
Library

3
Bible Study

4
Kids Club
Youth Group
Yoga

5

6
Church

7 8 
Quilters
Library
Ladies Bible Study
BINGO

9
TOPS
Library
Armchair Traveller

10
Bible Study

11
Kids Club
Youth Group
Yoga

12

13Church 14 15
Quilters
Library
Ladies Bible Study
Lions Meeting

16
TOPS
Library

17
Bible Study
St. Patricks Day

18
Kids Club
Youth Group
Yoga

19

20
Church

21 22
Quilters
Library
Ladies Bible Study

23
TOPS
Library
Armchair Traveller

24
Bible Study

25
Kids Club
Youth Group
Yoga

26

27
Church

28 29
Quilters
Library
Ladies Bible Study
Rec Society

30 31
Bible Study

Church Service 10:45 am• 
Quilters 10am-4pm• 
Library Tues 11am-1 pm• 
Lions Meetings 7pm• 
BINGO 6:45pm• 
Rec Society 7:00 pm • 

Gym (M,W,F 7:30-8:30am Tues 6-7pm)• 
Library Wed 6:30pm - 8pm• 
Armchair Traveller 7:30 pm• 
Bible Study 7pm - Ladies Bible Study 1:00 pm• 
Yoga (Ashram) Hatha 5:30 pm• 
Yoga (Ashram) Mantra & Meditation  7pm• 

Special Events and
 Days Down the Road.

Apr 6• h and 14th Advance Voting
 RDEK Area E By-Election

Apr 9• th Adopt A Highway
 9:00 am meet at Lions Complex

Apr 16• th General Voting
 RDEK Area E By-Election

Apr 29• th Annual General Meeting
 Rec Society - Wasa Hall

 May 21• st Community Garage Sale
 Wasa Lions

 May 28• th Wasa Fun Day
 Wasa Lions

LE
G

E
N

D

NUMBERS AT A GLANCE
Antler Buyer............................250.422.3444
Chase Saddle and Leather.........250.427.5517
Kootenay Kwik Print.................250.489.4213
Kootenay Monument Installations....422.3414
Paladise Plaque Mounting..........250.422.3060
Rake N Hoe Landscaping Ltd.....250.422.3136
The Leash I Can Do.................250.489.2169
TOPS.....................................250.422.3469
Valley Community Church.........250.422.3344
Victim Services........................250.427.5621
Wasa Building Supplies.............250.422.3123
Wasa Lions (President).............250.422.3272
Wasa Lions Ground & Rental Information -
Ernie Kurze............................250.422.3121



TOPS 6:30 pm• 
Kids Club 2:30 pm• 
Youth Group 7:00 pm • 

Daylig
ht 

Savin
gs 

Time


